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And it was after the death of  and   asked '  through the  (  ) 

saying, “Who will go up for us to the  to the places that we received as a portion which we 

have not yet conquered ( ) first to fight against him?”
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After the death of ,  needed to ascertain how to go about 

conquering the land that was not conquered during  ’s life. 

They ask the  ( ) and are told that  should go 

first.  asks  to partner with him in conquering  they 

would each accompany the other to complete their conquests  

and  agrees. 

OverviewSummary

a e i mea w u ey a a ue i
A  When they had a question, they would consult with the  . (   ) The  would ask 

the question and the name of the  and certain letters would light up.  The  needed   to 

properly unscramble the letters and understand the answer. In this case, the name of  and the 

letters  lit up, which answered the question with    should be the first to go

to battle.
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A  To conquer the cities that were not conquered during the life of ( )
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Show a picture of the . Next to the names of each 

were the names     , but spread 

out over all 12 stones so that each stone had exactly six 

letters. There were twelve stones. 6 × 12 = 72, which is 

the number of letters in one of of ' ’s names. It was these 

letters that would light up to answer the questions. 

Give students some other scrambled words and see if 

they can correctly unscramble them. This will help them 

to understand why the  needed   to interpret 

the answer correctly. 

ea er ea

u

a er e am e y u w
me e avi u ram e e e er

r m e a a e e
A  When  davened for a child, she did so quietly, 

which was unheard of at that time. When  saw 

 davening quietly, he did not know what she was 

doing. He asked the   and the letters, 

lit up. He thought that it said   that she was 

drunk  when in reality, it was saying   that 

she was “kosher”, doing the right thing. 

(Although students have not learned  yet, they 

may be familiar with the story, because it is the 

for  .
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A  The first battle is the basis for all that 

follows. If they lose, the other nations 

might  think that with the death of 

 the  ’s protection was 

gone, and they will be emboldened to 

fight against  . If they win, it 

might make the nations disheartened 

and allow   to beat them more 

easily. (  ,  , )
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y are e i i im r a
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Beginnings matter! Think of the first day of school. You want to make sure to start off on the right 

foot!  The beginning sets the tone for everything that follows.  Can you think of another example? 

(Starting a new job, first game of a new sports season, etc.)  When   is going out to the first 

battle without  as the leader, they need to be certain that they set the proper tone for all the 

battles that will follow. 

And '  said, “  should go up (first). Behold I have given the land in his hand.” 

And  said to the  of  his brother, “Go up with me with me and help me capture 

( ) in my portion, and we will fight against the  and I will also go with you for your 

portion.” And  went with him.  

ra a i

ra a i

y w u ay a u ir
A   is the  from which the future Jewish kings will come.
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A   did not have one continuous 

portion. He had cities scattered throughout 

the portion of . Therefore, it would 

make sense for each to help conquer the 

other’s portion. (  ) 

i er Or er i i
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e i
 received a portion within the 

portion of based on   in 

 (  ). Because  

and  killed out the city of  after they 

took ,   said, 

     

    

     

    

     

 

  was given specific cities 

within the portion of , as opposed 

to their own portion, based on ’s 

   .  has no set portion for this 

reason, and because their job is to teach 

 to  , as opposed to having a 

regular job like farming or trade.  Being 

in cities throughout the land makes them 

accessible to teach everyone. 

Note  According to some opinions, as quoted by 

 and  ,  is referring to   , 

also known as , who asked his brother 

to go with him to fight. References to  below 

could also follow this opinion.
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And  went up (to fight) and '  gave the  and the  in their hands and they struck 

them in , ten thousand men. 

ra a i

i u r er

“ ”  
• What is the ?     

  

• What is the meaning of the ?  

Hit. In this case, it means to strike down, or overcome them, in battle. 

• Break the word up into three Hebrew words and translate:  

         - and they hit them/and they struck them down. 

• Who struck whom? 

 struck down 10,000 men in . 

Note  “  ...  ”
every time we come 
across these words, it 
means that  allowed 
them to be victorious in 
battle, and they won.  

  notes that for different battles, different terms are 

used (like ,  , ). It could be in reference to the height of 

the place, but he suggests that it could be a hint to the quality 

of the war and the mood of the soldiers.
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And they found   in  since he stayed in the city to fight for it ( )  and they fought 

against him and they struck the  and the .  

And   ran away and they chased 

after him and they captured him and 

they cut off his thumbs and his big toes. 

ra a i

ra a i

wa
A    was the ruler in . 

Since the time that they conquered 

the land, the  did not appoint 

kings  they had rulers whom they 

called . (  ) 

y e i ay a ai
a er i a rea y ay i a ave ver
e a i e a

A  The  first states how many people were killed in total, 

and then goes back and explains how it happened, i.e. that 

they found   and fought against him, etc. ( ) 

i er Or er i i

Note  The topic of cruelty to our enemies 

must be handled with sensitivity. Current 

events and easy access to news leave our 

students with many difficult questions. As a 

teacher, it is important to anticipate some of 

the question your students may have and be 

prepared to answer them carefully and in a 

way that is age appropriate, while staying 

in line with our  values. Some answers 

may not always seem “politically correct” and 

sensitivity must be used to give an answer that 

is appropriate for your school community but 

is firmly rooted in  and  . 
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ea e ay

This teaches us a lesson in leadership.  A leader 

must lead until the end and should never shirk his 

responsibilities. 

3. put it in their heads to do something that they 

never did to any of their enemies, something 

which is even against the laws of Jewish warfare. 

But  had them do this to   to pay him back 

  .  We will see in the following  that 

because   recognizes and acknowledges that 

he is being punished   , they do not kill 

him. They bring him with them to , and he 

dies there. ( ) 
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1. They cut off his thumbs and big toes to instill fear in the rest of the kings so that they should be

afraid to fight against  . ( ) As we explained earlier in  , the first war was very 

important, as it set the tone for all the battles to follow. The other nations would be watching to 

see what   could achieve after the death of .  

2. A king should not run away from battle. It is better for a king to die in battle than to live a life of 

disgrace after losing his kingship and everything that belonged to him. Therefore, they cut off his 

thumbs for not fighting and not showing strength with his hands, and his big toes for running 

away from the battle. ( )  

i er Or er i i

u

   is an important principle in the . When  punished the , he punished them with 

the principle of  .    bathed in the blood of babies, so the water turned to blood, etc. 

Note  eadership is one of the central 

themes of  .  This is a transitionary 

period between the death of  and the 

appointment of a national king. There will 

be many different types of leaders, and there 

is much to learn from each one.  It is always 

a goal for teachers to help students develop 

into leaders both in the classroom and the 

community. Throughout this workbook, we 

will be highlighting the various lessons that 

we can learn about what it means to be a 

true and effective leader.  
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