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פרק is accepted as king over all of Israel. This שלמה
details which officials are given jobs in שלמה’s cabinet.
פרק divides up the land into new divisions. The שלמה
lists the names of the heads of each territory. The Jewish 
people are happy.

•  ניצבים        •  חלוקת הארץ

was accepted as king by all of the people שלמה    •
 s government reflects a kingdom growing’שלמה     •

in size and sophistication
 s goal is a peaceful kingdom in which the’שלמה     •

can be built בית המקדש
 .revamped the tribal divisions שלמה    •

סמיכות פרשיות    •
כפל לשון    •
•    Compare and contrast
•    Close reading of פסוקים

רָאֵל ל יִשְׂ למֹהֹ מֶלֶךְ עַל כׇּ שְׁ לֶךְ וַיְהִי הַמֶּ

This פרק is comprised almost entirely of names. The first 
set of names sheds light on the goals of שלמה’s kingdom. 
The second set is a bit more complicated as it relates to 
a new economic infrastructure and new tribal divisions. 
Some teachers will opt to skip this section. 

שלמה,  שרי שלמה
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And King  was king over all of Israel.

is accepted as king שלמה א

s officers’שלמה ב-ו

New tribal divisions ז-יט

Nation is happy כ

�is short, easy-to-understand  will allow teachers to review several important skills and concepts. 
Challenge your students to identify a few questions on this short . �ey will most likely ask the 
following three questions:

Using colors to represent each question, you can write the following on the board:

1. Why does the  repeat the word ˝ ˝ twice?

2. Why does the  emphasize using the word ˝ ˝ ?

3. Why is this  even necessary? We already know that  is king!

O N  T H E  B O A R D

למֹהֹ  לךְֶ שְׁ ויַהְִי הַמֶּ

רָאֵל ְׂ ישִ ל כׇּ ((מֶלךְֶ עַל
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Encourage students to consider why the  would use the word  twice. �is repetition is 
known as . Seemingly, it is a re�ection of the mood of this . We have already been 
informed that  is king, so the  is not sharing new information, in which case it may 
make sense for the  to have said:  was king over Israel. Instead, this could be honori�c, 
bestowing this important title to impress upon the readers the signi�cance of this moment – the 
acceptance of  as king over all of Israel.

 addresses the word  by comparing this national approval to that of .  was 
eventually accepted by the nation, however it took a longer period of time for him to achieve this 
widespread endorsement. , reached this milestone far earlier in his royal career. 

’s concise commentary o�ers an elegant solution to the third question of why this  here at 
all. �e  has already informed us that  has been made king, sat on ’s throne and that his 
kingdom has been established. ’s answer yet again relies on the concept known as . 
What was the story that directly preceded this ? �at would be the remarkable court case and 
the nation’s wonderment at ’s wisdom. 
About this  writes: when the nation 
saw his wisdom, they all rejoiced in his 
kingship.

1. →

2. →

3. →

It may be a helpful exercise to identify the 
characters behind the pronouns in ’s statement.

While it is true that  had been king, that did not mean that his approval ratings were high. In 
the United States, Presidents are elected in November and take o�ce in January. �ey have been 
o�cially elected by a large portion of the population, but, that does not mean that they have a 
high approval rating. We already know that  had become king, but this  immediately a�er 
his amazing court case is sharing with us that his approval rating is sky-high!
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�e  notes that this is the third time that the  has shared that  has become king. 
What is the signi�cance of the three-fold repetition?

 explains that each repetition teaches another reason for ’s kingship. �e �rst, which 
takes place immediately following his father’s death represents his father’s will that he be crowned 
king during his life. �e second statement of his being king which appears a�er  exacts 
punishments re�ects how he eradicated his enemies and thus his kingship was established. �e 
third  commenting on his being king which is found a�er his court case, relates to the Divine 
wisdom that  was gi�ed. Unlike  and  who were not accepted immediately as kings 
was accepted without any issues as a reaction to the court case. 

At what point in his kingship do 
you think  really felt like he was 

king? Was it after he was coronated at 
, or after making his first 

decisions as king, or maybe after receiving the approval
 of the nation?

Use the example of babysitting to help studen
ts understand that 

there may be different answers to this 
question. When did you truly 

feel the adult-like independence o
f being a babysitter? Was it the 

very first time you babysat your siblings, or th
e first time you were 

paid to babysit someone else’s children? Maybe you 
felt it the first 

time when you needed to put the k
ids to sleep as a babysitter.

T E AC H E R  I D E A
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And these were his o�cers:  was . and  the sons of  were scribes.
 was the secretary.  was (o�cer) on the army.  and  were 

  was (o�cer) on the  and  was �iend of the king.  was (o�cer) on the 
house and  was (o�cer) on taxes.

.
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Where else in חומש have we seen שרי מסים?

מצרים

נוֹת  בֶן עָרֵי מִסְכְּ סִבְלתָֹם וַיִּ בְּ לְמַעַן עַנֹּתוֹ ים רֵי מִסִּ עָלָיו שָׂ ימוּ שִׂ שמות א:יא:  וַיָּ

תםֹ וְאֶת רַעַמְסֵס לְפַרְעהֹ אֶת פִּ

Which king in תנ"ך had a ספר זכרונות?

אחשורוש

כְרנֹוֹת לְהָבִיא אֶת סֵפֶר הַזִּ וַיֹּאמֶר לֶךְ נַת הַמֶּ יְלָה הַהוּא נָדְדָה שְׁ לַּ בַּ אסתר ו:א: 

לֶךְ נִקְרָאִים לִפְנֵי הַמֶּ הְיוּ מִים וַיִּ בְרֵי הַיָּ דִּ

T H AT  S O U N D S  FA M I L I A R !

T H AT  S O U N D S  FA M I L I A R !

    J O B  H I R I N G

סופר — Scribe, as in the שרש of ס.פ.ר     
Writes שלמה’s diplomatic letters and royal decrees, or his דברי הימים .

מזכיר — Secretary, as in the שרש of ז.כ.ר. Writes down the goings-on of the king, daily schedule. 
In charge of his ספר הזכרונות  or details of the court cases .

על הניצבים — Head of the governors of the new district system created by שלמה. 
Each district is responsible to provide food for שלמה one month per year.

המלך  Advisor to king, chief of staff, personal assistant , king’s right hand man and — רעה
friend who helps to keep the king happy .

על הבית — Facilities manager, makes sure there are fresh towels in the bathrooms and that the 
lawns look beautiful.

על המס — Tax collector to raise funds for the significant construction project that שלמה will be 
supervising.
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   TA K E  A  C LO S E R  LO O K

Let us compare שלמה’s cabinet/government to the governments of שאול and דוד.

In the chart below you will find the jobs (not names) found in each king’s government in the exact 
order in which they appear in the text. What observations can you make? How are they similar or 
different? How did the governments change over the course of these three kings?

���

�ere is a slightly di�erent version of ’s government in but the idea we will learn 
applies to both.

Observations

1.    Everyone has a general of the army

2.    ’s government features four new jobs, re�ecting the sophistication of his kingdom

3.     had one , has two 

4.     had  – perhaps the extra body guards were because he needed more protection

{
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An important di�erence relates to the general of the army. Notice where the  is listed. For , 
it is the only job re�ecting the sole purpose of his kingdom. For , whose government has grown in 
sophistication to include other jobs, it remains at the top of the list. However, as we turn our a�ention 
to ’s list, in which four new jobs appear that were not included in ’s government, we will notice 
that the  slot has been bumped to the top spot whereas army general was moved down. As with 
many lists, perhaps the �rst item listed re�ects the most important job of all.

Choose two students. Tell one st
udent to listen carefully as you a

sk 

the other the question, “What are your three favorite foods
?” After 

this student responds (e.g. “ice c
ream, sushi, pizza”), ask the second 

student, “What is her absolutely favorite foo
d?” When the student 

correctly responds “ice cream” you can ask her how she knew
. The 

student will inevitably say it is be
cause she listed it first. You can

 

repeat this with other questions 
as many times as you like before 

students grasp the idea, or until 
you connect it to .

T E AC H E R  I D E A

Arguably, the person whose job is in the �rst position in each government re�ects the overall goal 
and purpose of each kingdom.  took upon himself the responsibility to �ght wars to ensure 
national security and pave the way for  to have a peaceful kingdom. �is is why his top spot is 
for his army general. ’s goal is to build the . He needs a religious/spiritual guide to help 
him navigate this new task. While it makes sense to keep a  on sta�—he has already been 
useful in killing certain enemies—this position is less important and has been bumped down. �e 
top spot in his kingdom is the  whose spiritual guidance will be crucial as we transition to an era 
in which the  is central.

Your students may have some questions regarding the Kohanim listed in ’s government. 
Here is some information that may be helpful.

• could either be ’s son, or a grandson, the son of . He is listed here as his son. are 
many examples in  where grandsons are listed as sons. 

•  says that  who was in fact a  served as one of the , which means there were a 
total of three scribes.

•  was banished as , but his name is listed here. Either it was the same person who 
remained a , but was no longer , or it was a di�erent  with the same name . 

• �e word  does not always mean priest. It can also be a term of nobility, for example when the 
sons of  are referred to as  despite being from . 
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And  had twelve deputies over all of Israel who provided food for the king and his household, each was in 
charge of providing for one month a year. And these are their names:  in charge of .  was in 
charge of , ,  and .  was in charge of ,  and all of . 
was in charge of all of and he married ’s daughter . was in charge of , 
and all of which was near  beneath  �om  until  until .  was 
in charge of , the villages of  in  and the region of  in , sixty big, walled cities 
with bronze bars.  was in . was in  and he married ’s daughter .

 was in and .  was in .  was in . was in
 the land of  and . And there was one deputy that was (over all the o�cers) 

in the land.
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 redesigned the tribal divisions into twelve new territories. Each district was required to collect 
taxes that would �nancially support ’s palace for one month out of the year. �e land divisions are 
not equal in terms of space. Presumably it was divided into twelve zones which had similar economic 
revenue, thus making it an equitable system.
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To sustain, nourish, support

    S P OT L I G H T  O N  

�e  are all curious about the phrasing of this , as it feels as if it was cut o� mid-sentence .
�e , cited by , presents two solutions to this . �e �rst is a simple solution that this is a 
reference to the  mentioned at the start of the . �is was ’s o�cer who supervised 
the twelve deputies for each district. In a sense, he was the  for the entire land. Another approach 
presented in the  is that this was a thirteenth (nameless) deputy who was in charge of providing for 

 during a leap year, in which there are thirteen months. 

 presents a very creative answer to resolve this dilemma. 
While some of the tribal divisions remained the same, many of 
them were changed from the original land allotment. Notably, 

 is not listed in the twelve  prompting some to question 
whether  deliberately le� them out. If this was the case, it is 
possible that this was done because of the burden that  bore 
by hosting the Jewish people multiple times a year during the 

.  suggests that the �nal line
should be followed by the adjacent word  from the very next 

. �erefore, it would read: And one deputy from . �is 
would be a thirteenth deputy, which aligns with the position in the 

 that there were thirteen deputies to account for the thirteen 
months of a leap year and resolves the issue of the absence of 
from the  system.
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Q U I C K           Q U E S T I O N

Why are the people so happy?

 .For the first time in their lives, they have no enemies .לא היה להם פחד מאויב says this is because רד”ק
 .has built a growing empire which has no external threats שלמה

And  and  were many, like the sand on the sea in multitude, they ate, drank and were happy.

Where else have בני ישראל been compared to sand?

In 'ה’s blessings to אברהם and יעקב

מַיִם וְכַחוֹל  ָ כוֹכְבֵי הַשּׁ כְּ ה אֶת זַרְעֲךָ ה אַרְבֶּ וְהַרְבָּ אֲבָרֶכְךָ י בָרֵךְ בראשית כב:יז:  כִּ

עַר איְֹבָיו אֵת שַׁ זַרְעֲךָ ם וְיִרַשׁ פַת הַיָּ ר עַל שְׂ אֲשֶׁ

ר  ם אֲשֶׁ חוֹל הַיָּ כְּ י אֶת זַרְעֲךָ מְתִּ וְשַׂ ךְ הֵיטֵב אֵיטִיב עִמָּ ה אָמַרְתָּ  בראשית לב:יג:  וְאַתָּ

פֵר מֵרבֹ לאֹ יִסָּ

T H AT  S O U N D S  FA M I L I A R !

At the start of the פרק, the Jewish people were described as כל ישראל. Yet, at the end of the פרק, 
despite שלמה’s attempts to unify the nation by dismantling the tribal divisions that separated them, 
they are being described as יהודה וישראל. Is this merely a poetic way of referring to בני ישראל or is 
this a hint to the reader of the impending פילוג המלוכה? Although there is a sense of unity now, this 
may not last forever.

R E D  F L AG !
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Have students divide the school building into different zones, like  divided  in 
our . Analyze each group’s divisions. If you are in a co-ed school, perhaps they divided 
it by boys’ classrooms and girls’ classrooms. Perhaps they chose to divide it based on age, 
such as lower school and middle school. Did your students account for communal areas in the 
building such as the gym, lunchroom and computer room? What about spaces for teachers and 
administrators? How can all of these spaces be accounted for and divided into even zones?

   A S S I G N M E N T  I D E A

   CO M PA R AT I V E  T E X T

Compare the wording of the פסוקים from קהלת penned by שלמה המלך to the wording of our פסוק.

כׇל  תָה וְרָאָה טוֹב בְּ יֹּאכַל וְשָׁ ל הָאָדָם שֶׁ יו׃ וְגַם כׇּ חַיָּ מוֹחַ וְלַעֲשׂוֹת טוֹב בְּ י אִם לִשְׂ ם כִּ י אֵין טוֹב בָּ י כִּ קהלת ג:יב-יג  יָדַעְתִּ
ת אֱלקֹים הִיא׃ מַתַּ עֲמָלוֹ

מוֹחַ וְהוּא יִלְוֶנּוּ תּוֹת וְלִשְׂ י אִם לֶאֱכֹל וְלִשְׁ כִּ מֶשׁ ֶ חַת הַשּׁ ר אֵין טוֹב לָאָדָם תַּ מְחָה אֲשֶׁ ִ י אֲנִי אֶת הַשּׂ ֽ חְתִּ בַּ קהלת ח:טו  וְשִׁ
מֶשׁ׃  ָ חַת הַשּׁ הָאֱלקֹים תַּ ר נָתַן לוֹ יו אֲשֶׁ יְמֵי חַיָּ בַעֲמָלוֹ

The theme of this  is the government of . This  is 
comprised mostly of names and does not offer much content. 
However, we can nonetheless glean important ideas from it. 
is building an empire that exceeds his father’s in its scope and its 
sophistication. This is seen both regarding his growing government, 
as well as the new economic infrastructure he puts in place. Clearly, 

 is making his final preparations for building the , as many 
taxes will need to be raised for this project.  has the approval of 
the people and they are already beginning to feel the positive effects 
of a peaceful kingdom. The next  will build on this, highlighting 
the incredible peace and prosperity of ’s era as well as final 
preparations for the .
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e the wording of the ording of the םפסוקים  from קהלת

תָה ו יֹּּאכַל וְשָׁ ֶ דָם שׁׁ אאָָ יו׃ וְגַם כּּכׇל ל ההָָ יו׃ָ ָ לַעֲשׂוֹת טוֹב בְּחחַַ

ת ם ללֶאֱכֹל וְלִשְׁ י אאִם ִ י ִּ כּּּּכִּ שׁ מֶֶ שּּשֶֶׁ ת ההַַ חחַת ַ ם תּּתַַ ר אֵין טוֹב לָאָדדָם ָ
מֶשׁ׃  ת הַשָּׁ ַ
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