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h‰l wxt
In this wxt we will learn about a tremendously difficult oeiqp that sqei was given. l‰fg tell us that this test
was greater than any of the tests our zea` experienced. (c:ft) dax ziy`xa
Discuss what a oeiqp is. Ask for some examples.
A oeiqp is when a person is in a challenging situation, in which he has to use his spiritual strength to
succeed and do the right thing.
When teaching the children about a oeiqp it is important to point out the following:

° ‡d tests those that He loves.
° ‡d only gives a test to someone whom He knows can pass the test.
° When one passes a test, one generally has a deep feeling of satisfaction and accomplishment.

Trying hard and ultimately succeeding in passing a difficult oeiqp epitomizes the complete love and
devotion that a Jew has for ‡d . Its significance is immense - it not only has a positive effect on him,
but it could also be important and beneficial to  l`xyi llk for all future generations. 

• The oeiqp of  sqei is when xtihet zy` tries to entice  sqei into an inappropriate relationship with her.
 i''yx discusses the zeiyxt zekinq of xnze dcedi and xtihet zy`e sqei.
Just as xnz’s actions were miny myl (in that she wanted to have children epia` mdxa` rxfn), so too
were the actions of xtihet zy`.  miny myl ef s` miny myl ef dnŠ" (a:dt dax ziy`xa) 
xtihet zy` saw through astrology that she was destined to have children from sqei, but she did not
know if she or her daughter would be the one to bear these children. (sqei married zpq` who was the
daughter of xtihet.) (a:dt dax ziy`xa)
Both xnz and xtihet zy` acted miny myl because each was convinced that they would have noble
offspring from their unions. However, the way in which xtihet zy` went about this was completely
inappropriate.

• The wife of xtihet put herself in a difficult situation. To save herself she accused sqei of sinning with
her. xtihet put sqei in jail. ‡d was with sqei, and sqei found favor in the eyes of all who saw him. sqei
was successful wherever he went (even in jail).
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yxyim

* (1  g,l,v - successful

*   (2 z,x,y -serve

*   (3k,y,g - prevent/hold back

*   (4`,h,g - sin

  (5U,t,z - grab

*   (6 q,e,p -run away

*   (7n,e,x - raise

*   (8g,p,i - rested

*   (9x,q,` - lock

* high frequency mi¦WẍẄ

22

Sample



(4       ,      ,      (5       ,      ,      

(3       ,      ,      (2       ,      ,      (1       ,      ,      

(9       ,      ,      (7       ,      ,      (8       ,      ,      

(6       ,      ,      

txwl‰h

yxyim

grab

serve

sin
successfullock

rested

run
away

raise

prevent/
hold
back
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txwl‰h

yxyim

.W¤xŸW©d z¤̀ m¥b§x©Y

 = k,y,g
 = `,h,g
 = z,x,y
 = n,e,x

 = x,q,`

 = g,p,i
 = y,t,z
 = g,l,v
 = q,e,p

.dp̈Fk§p©d däEW§Y©d z¤̀ s¥w©d

k,y,g g,l,v k,y,g a,a,q =   (1prevent/hold back

n,e,x q,e,p `,p,w `,h,g =   (2raise

z y,t, k,l,n x,q,` g,l,v =   (3successful

y,w,a g,p,i g,l,v z,x,y =   (4rested

z,x,y k,y,g `,h,g p,`,n =   (5sin

g,p,i z,x,y k,t,` z y,t, =   (6serve

q,e,p r,x,w g,l,v n,e,x =   (7run away

l,a,h k,y,g x,q,` g,p,i =   (8lock

z y,t, g,l,v z,x,y n,g,p =   (9grab

(1

(2

(3

(4

(5

(6

(7

(8

(9
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c"qa

'e - '` miweqt
Topic:
sqei is brought down to mixvn. 
xtihet, the chief of the slaughterers of drxt, purchases sqei from the mil`rnyi who had brought sqei.
(‡` weqt)
‡d is with sqei and sqei is very successful. 
sqei resides in the house of his Egyptian master. (‡a weqt)
sqei’s master (xtihet) sees that ‡d is with sqei, and that 'd makes him successful in whatever he does.
(‡c weqt)
From the time xtihet appoints sqei over his house and all of his property, 'd bestows blessing on
xtihet’s house and fields because of sqei. (‡d weqt)
xtihet leaves sqei in charge of everything in his house except his bread.
sqei is handsome and good looking. (‡e weqt)

Skills:
'` weqt

*mil`rnyid  ,*migahd ,sqeie : mvr my + zilgz
**cxed : yxy + zilgz

         dny ,dnixvn : d
 jetdd ‡ecizr) (xar:ziteq+yxy+‰ozi`Š zeize`+

edpwie
yi` ,*migahd ,xy : mvr my

***ixvn : x`z my
**edcxed : ziteq + yxy + ‰dŠ zilgz

'a weqt
idie :yxy + ‰ozi`Š zeize` + jetdd ‡e

yi` : mvr my
gilvn : x`z my°

*ixvnd : mvr my + zilgz

‡b weqt
 jetdd ‡ecizr)(xar`xie :yxy + ‰ozi`Š zeize` + 

ez` : ziteq + z`
`ed : sebd my/myd iepk

 gilvn ,dyr : (cigi) ded onf°
ecia : ziteq + mvr my + zilgz

'c weqt
 cizr) jetdd ‡e:yxy + ‰ozi`Š zeize` + (xar 
zxyie ,`vnie

eipira : ziteq + (miax) mvr my + zilgz
ez` : ziteq + z`

+jetdd 'ecizr)(xar:ziteq+yxy+‰ozi`Š zeize`+
edcwtie

lr : qgi zln
ezia : ziteq + mvr my

el : ziteq + zligz
ozp : (cigi ,iyily seb) xar onf

ecia : ziteq + mvr my + zilgz

'd weqt
 cizr) jetdd ‡e: yxy + ‰ozi`Š zeize` + (xar 

jxaie ,idie
f`n : dln + zilgz

**ciwtd : (cigi ,iyily seb) xar onf
eze` : ziteq + z`

eziaa : ziteq + mvr my + zilgz
lre: qgi zln + zilgz

el : ziteq + zilgz
dcyae ,ziaa ,*ixvnd : mvr my + z(e)ilgz

zkxa : zekinq + (dcigi) mvr my

•

•

•

•

•
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'e weqt
 cizr) jetdd ‡e: yxy + ‰ozi`Š zeize` + (xar 

idie ,afrie
el : ziteq + zilgz

*mgld ,cia : mvr my + z(e)ilgz
rci : (cigi ,iyily seb) xar onf

ez` : ziteq + z`
dne`n : mvr my

`ed : sebd my /myd epk
lke` : (cigi) ded onf
d`xn ,x`z : mvr my

* dricid 'd
** At times, a word in xar onf begins with a  ‰dŠ. 
    (The children will be learning this rule in uwn zyxt)
*** x`z my = adjective. A word that describes a noun.
° At times, a word in ded onf begins with a "n".

• In  'n - h''l miwxt there are many mvr zeny that are cigi and have a zekinq. The general rule for this
word combination [  mvr my](cigi)zekinq +  is that:

° The letters remain the same as the original word. 
° The zecewp can remain the same or change. 

The children will be learning about this skill in ybie zyxt; therefore, the word combinations listed
above do not include this combination.

• Review the different groups of  "zenec zeiteq". (Refer to the chart on page 11.)

Due to the complexity of the zenec zeiteq, when the opportunity presents itself to review them within
the set of miweqt learned it is advantageous to the children. Our goal when teaching the skills for
ycewd oeyl is that the children not feel pressure when learning them. Consistently reviewing these
endings (and all skills)  will enable the children to master the translation without the pressure
of memorization.

Our philosophy is that the children should learn to recognize these endings “out of context” (almost
as “sight words”) so that they can transfer their knowledge and learn new subjects in ycew icenl
independently. Nevertheless, when the words in the miweqt include many zenec zeiteq, it is an
opportunity to teach them “within context.” Reviewing these concepts “within context” reinforces
the translation in a visual, hands-on fashion. The children realize that this knowledge is needed to
help them understand yneg (and beyond).
Please note: likydle oiadl has designed zenec zeiteq cards to enable the children to review these
suffixes visually and easily. They can be purchased for a minimal fee at www.cojds.org.
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• ‰dŠ zenec zeiteq

When a  Š¨‰d  ziteq is attached to the name of a place or area it is
translated as to/l`. 

 dnixvn(‡` weqt)
dny (‡` weqt)

"Ed" = him, it/eze`  edpwie(‡` weqt)
edcxed (‡` weqt)

edcwtie(‡c weqt) 

The   Š¨‰d  is part of the word dne`n.  dne`ne weqt)‡(

When a  Š¨‰d  ziteq is attached to a yxy it is translated as “she did”.  Š+ yxy¨‰d 

When a  ̈Š ‰d̈/‰D  ziteq is attached to the end of a word it is translated
as her, it/its.

 ̈Š ‰d̈/‰D

• ‰zŠ zenec zeiteq

The ‰zŠ functions as a zekinq. A ‰zŠ zekinq is translated as ly/of.* (‡d weqt) zkxa

In general, a word that ends with a "z" is dcigi/dawp.** dln seqa ‰zŠ

* Emphasize that a ‰zŠ zekinq is always attached to a mvr my that is dcigi. 
The "d ̈ " is replace with a "z".

** There are exceptions to the rule. I.e., although the word zia ('d, 'c, 'a miweqt) ends with a ‰zŠ, the
word  is a ‰llkd on `veiŠ and is cigi/xkf.

• cizr ,ded ,xar onf
To attune the children to the different translations of verbs based on their tenses, point out the verbs
in the miweqt. Ask the children to find words in 'e-'` miweqt that are written in ded ,xar onf.
(In these miweqt there aren’t any words conjugated in cizr onf.)
Remind the children that words written in cizr & ,ded ,xar onf are always verbs.

xar onf ded onf weqta dln

cigi (‡b ,‡a weqt) *gilvn

cigi (‡b weqt) dyr

cigi (‡e weqt) lke`

cigi -iyily seb (‡c weqt) ozp

cigi - iyily seb (‡e weqt) rci

cigi - oey`x seb (‡` weqt) **edcxed ,**cxed

 *  At times, a word in ded onf begins with a  ‰nŠ.
** At times, a word in xar onf begins with a  ‰dŠ.
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• ziteq + z`
Remind the children of some of the ycewd oeyl facts for the word combination of ziteq + z`:

° The word z` generally does not have a translation; it merely points something out. 
° At times, the word z` can be translated as with.
° To determine the correct translation for the word z` one must look at the context of the

weqt.
(Context means to look at the words before and after the phrase/word you are translating. Based
on the words before and after the phrase/word, one can determine the correct translation.)

Ask the children to look into 'e - '` miweqt for words that have the ziteq + z` combination.
 (‡e ,‡b)    ez`
(‡d ,‡c)   eze`

Lesson Pointers:

• Point out that although the brothers slighted sqei’s dreams regarding his becoming a leader, it was
destined that he become one. sqei played the role of a leader wherever he went.

° Although he was purchased to be a slave in xtihet’s house, he was put in charge of his house.
° Although he was put in jail, he was put in charge of the prison and its inmates.
° Although he was despised as a “Hebrew,” he was asked to come to drxt and interpret his

dreams, and was made viceroy of mixvn.
° sqei was the provider of food for all of mixvn and the surrounding countries.

• Note the continuous zihxt dgbyd. Emphasize that nothing happens by chance. Refer to page 32.
zihxt dgbyd dyrnd

When sqei was sold, he did not end up in a small country rather
he went to mixvn - the most popular metropolis of the world.

(‡` weqt) "dnixvn cxed sqeie"

He was not purchased to be the slave of a commoner rather he
ended up being purchased by one of drxt’s courtier.

 ('` weqt) "drxt qixq xtihet edpwieŠ

Most slaves are assigned to strenuous labor in the fields yet,
sqei was assigned to a relatively easy job inside xtihet’s house.

(‡a weqt) ‰eipc` ziaa idieŠ

The (xtihet) migahd xy was drxt’s attendant who was in charge
of the prison in which sqei will eventually be incarcerated.

For the children to internalize the concept of zihxt dgbyd in their personal lives, likydle oiadl has
designed a “zihxt dgbyd diary.”  For two weeks, it allows the children to notice and track zihxt dgbyd
in their daily lives. It is a practical way to bring this concept to life. It can be purchased for a nominal
fee. Orders can be submitted via our website: www.CoJDS.org.
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• sqei was careful not to divulge who he actually was and kept the oath of secrecy that was imposed
on him. Therefore, he did not attempt to return to his father or reveal his full identity. All he told
the miixvn was that he was an ‰ixarŠ.

• (` weqt) xtihet

The name xtihet comes from the words n"ht mxt"mi . He would fatten bulls for dxf dcear. (yxcn)

• (` weqt) qixq
According to qelwpe`, it is explained as a courtier.

• (` weqt) migahd xy
° According to i‰yx, migahd xy is explained as the chief of the slaughterers; i.e., the chief butcher. 
° Others translate migahd as the executioners.

• yi`(‡` weqt) ixvn 
The word yi` is usually indicative of a prominent and well respected person. Refer to page 31.

•  yi` ...xtihetixvn(‡` weqt) 
° In ‡d - ‡` miweqt, ask the children to count how many times xtihet is referred to as a ‰ixvnŠ. 

Answer: 3 times
° Ask the children if they have a question. “Why does the dxez repeatedly refer to xtihet as a

"ixvn"? Isn’t it obvious? The dxez is stressing that the miixvn scorned other nations, particularly
the miixar. The Egyptians were immoral people and it bothered them to see the miixar who unlike
them, had high morals. Knowing this, one would think it would have been impossible for sqei to
come to such a high position within Egyptian society. This attests to sqei’s great brilliance and
leadership qualities. (yxid ax) 
From this one can also see the zihxt dgbyd of 'd. See Critical Thinking.

• (‡a weqt) sqei z` ‡d idie
° ‡d was with sqei, which enabled him to be spiritually strong. (ipewfg)
° ‡d was with sqei, protecting him from his enemies. (epxetq)
° The word ‰z` = with” connotes inclusion. From here we learn that not only was ‡d with sqei,

but also with all those with whom he came in contact. (awri cbie)

• (‡a weqt) eipc` ziaa idie
sqei served xtihet in his inner chamber. (epxetq)
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• (‡c weqt) ez` zxyie
° Reiterate that the dxez never uses an extra word, letter or dcewp. Why then do we have to know

‰ez` zxyieŠ. If sqei was xtihet’s slave, then it is understood that he served him! From here we
learn that xtihet appointed sqei as his personal attendant. (xacd wnrd ,epxetq)

° sqei’s job was to serve “ez`/him” and no one else. (m"ialn) 
° sqei was freed from all other assignments. Refer to page 33.

See Practical Application.

• (‡c weqt) ...ezia lr edcwtie ez` zxyie
Continuously develop the children’s ability to have a discerning eye when looking at the words
of the miweqt. Ask them to look closely at the order of the words in ‡c weqt and if they can figure
out the sequence of events. Point out that xtihet first appointed sqei as his personal attendant.
Then he appointed him to oversee all matters regarding his house and then regarding all of his
property . Refer to page 33.

• (‡c weqt) ecia ozp el yi lke
° Everything sqei took into his hands prospered. From here we learn that xtihet would bring to

sqei all the merchandise he planned to sell. sqei would merely touch it and it would bring the
highest profit. (jxcl dcv)

° xtihet appointed sqei as overseer of all his possessions, in his field and in his house. (o"anx)
° xtihet entrusted sqei with every domestic matter. (iiga ‡x)

• (‡d weqt) dcyae ziaa el yi xy` lka ‡d zkxa idie 
Why was there dkxa in all of xtihet’s property, both at home and in his field? 
dkxa comes immediately to someone who is in the company of a mkg cinlz.
                                   (.a‰n zekxa) "dkxa minkg icinlzl skz" 
 The dpiky follows miwicv and causes their surroundings to be blessed. Refer to page 34.
Song: page 34

i"yx:
• (‡b weqt) ez` 'd ik 

i‰yx zl`y: How did xtihet know that ‡d was with sqei?
i‰yx zaeyz: Because sqei would regularly refer to ‡d in conversation. Song: page 28

• (‡c weqt) el yi lke
Point out that at times a weqt is written in ‰xvw oeylŠ - an abbreviated language. 
At times, i‰yx will make it easier for us to understand the words of a weqt and suggest to “add” a
word when explaining the phrase.
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• (‡e weqt) dne`n ez` rci `le
Literally, these words are translated as “And he did not know with him anything”. 
The words  "dne`n ez` rci `le" should be understood as follows: And with him (sqei) present, he
(xtihet) concerned himself with nothing. This translation follows i''yx.
Reiterate that ycewd oeyl is a language that was created by 'd. There is no other language in the
world that contains the same level of holiness. Therefore, it is sometimes impossible to grasp the
full meaning of the words of the dxez when translating literally.

 
• (‡e weqt) mgld m` ik

xtihet entrusted everything to sqei, except his ‰mglŠ - his wife. (i''yx)

• (‡e weqt) x`z dti sqei idie
Whenever possible ask the children to figure out the i‰yx zl`y. Offer an incentive to the child
that is able to discern the question.
i‰yx zl`y: What is the significance of these words?  Why is it necessary for us to know them?
i‰yx zaeyz: Now that sqei was in a position of authority, he began to eat and drink well, and curl
his hair. ‡d said, “Your father is mourning yet you are curling your hair? I will test you with a
difficult test precisely because you are a d`xn dtie x`z dtiŠ.
Ask the children what they can learn from this? 
It is important to emphasize that when someone close to us is going through a difficult time,
we can not be complacent and go about our business “as usual”. In some way, our zeltz
and actions should reflect their pain.
Share with the children a story about a great zwcv, Rebbetzin Chana Perel Kotler, (wife of HaRav
Aharon Kotler l''vf, Rosh Yeshiva of deab yxcn zia). During World War II, she would not drink
her tea with sugar as her way of empathizing with the pain and suffering of the Jews in Europe.

zeillk zerici: 
• sqei was successful in all he did because 'd was with him.
• sqei was appointed to be in charge of his master’s  house.

Critical Thinking:
• When sqei spoke, he regularly used the name of ‡d. 

° What do you think sqei gained from this? Refer to page 27.
° What can you learn from this? Refer to page 27.

• Discuss with the children why they think sqei, who was an ixar (and therefore scorned by the
mixvn), was able to succeed. Ask what they can learn from this. Refer to page 31.

• Even though sqei was an ixar ,xrp ,car and former prisoner, he still was successful! Ask the children
what they can learn from this. Refer to page 32.
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• Because of sqei, xtihet benefited and received  dkxa in his house and in his field.  What can be learned
from this?

Ask the children  if they remember another person who benefited from living near a wicv. 
Refer to page 34.

• According to i‰yx,  sqei was tested with xtihet zy` as a direct result of him being too involved
with his “looks”. One must always be neat, clean and presentable, while being careful not to
get too caught up with one’s looks. 

Ask the children what could happen to a person who is vain?

Practical Application:
• (‡` weqt) dnixvn cxed sqeie

This information seems superfluous. Why is it mentioned? 
awri going to mixvn was a prelude to mixvn zelb. 
(Remind and/or ask the children about when mdxa` was told that his children would go down to
mixvn. mdxa` was told this at the mixzad oia zixa.)
The dxez emphasizes the descent of sqei to mixvn and his rise to the position of viceroy to show
the great and respectful ways of ‡d. ‡d orchestrated events so that when awri goes to mixvn, the
decree of ‡d (that of mixvn zelb) will come to fruition in an honorable way. 'd arranged that awri
should go willingly to reunite with his long-lost son, and at the behest of royalty. (oyi  `negpz)
Point out the love and care ‡d has for his children.
Nothing happens by chance. Every detail of our lives is orchestrated by ‡d. Whatever ‡d does
is calculated to be as respectful as possible.
Ask the children when they saw ‡d show kindness to sqei when he traveled to mixvn. When sqei
traveled with the mil`rnyi the spices had a pleasant smell rather than a foul one. Ask the children
if they learned a song about this.

• As mentioned in the Lesson Pointers, no matter what situation sqei was in, he always rose to a
position of leadership. It was sqei’s destiny to be a leader.

Strengthen the children’s resolve to trust in ‡d. At times, in life it may seem that people’s actions or
circumstances will certainly prevent something from coming to fruition. Emphasize that if 'd wants
something to happen - no matter how many obstacles seem to be in its way - it will happen.
Always trust in 'd. 
I.e., ond issued many decrees to destroy l`xyi llk. These decrees seemed certain to succeed. Yet,
 l`xyi llk did daeyz, and ond’s plans to destroy l`xyi llk failed.

• (‡d weqt) dcyae ziaa el yi xy` lka ‡d zkxa idie  ,(‡a weqt) sqei z` ‡d idie
° Not only was ‡d with sqei, but also with all those whom sqei came in contact. From here we

learn that it is wise and beneficial to stay close to righteous people. (awril cbie)
Ask the children if they can think of two people who gained much because they lived with a 
righteous person.
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hel became wealthy because he lived with mdxa`. (‡d:b‰i jl jl)

oal had much dkxa and had sons because awri lived with him. (f"h  zeny ̀ negpz yxcn, f"k:'l ziy`xa)

° In our zeltz we should always daven that ‡d be with us and all of l`xyi llk in all that we
do.

• (‡c weqt) ez` zxyie
It is truly remarkable that with all that was working against him, sqei was nevertheless able to
become xtihet’s personal attendant. Stress to the children that this happened because ‡d was with
sqei. Point out that all of our accomplishments are because ‡d is giving us the `inyc `zriiq to
succeed. One should never have the attitude that "ici mvre igk" is what made him succeed.

zecdi iceqi:
• 'd calculates and orchestrates all events that happen to us, including all their details. There is dgbyd

zihxt in all that we do.
• Always try to surround yourself with miwicv and good people. Choose your friends wisely, for they

influence you.
• A Jew feels for his brethren when they are going through a difficult time. 

• A Jew must always be neat, clean, and presentable, but should take caution not to become vain.

miap:
• "dxva ikp` enr"
• "eita xeby miny my"
•  "dkxa minkg icinlzl skz"

Assessments: 
Page 40 'd libxz Skill assessed: zeax/miax ,dcigi/cigi
Page 40 'e libxz Skill assessed: miln

 

Home Work: Date   Page 

Notes: 

1)
2)
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